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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

No historical study today could exist without many types of support. Finan-
cial support for this book came from several sources. Initial research was 
conducted while on sabbatical, funded by a Faculty Research and Creative 
Activities Award from Western Michigan University and an American 
Philosophical Society Franklin/British Academy grant. During that year, I 
was also a visiting fellow at the Institute of Historical Research in London. 
Writing began while I was a Solmsen Fellow at the Institute for Research in 
the Humanities at the University of Wisconsin–Madison. Over many years, 
numerous research trips and presentations were funded by the Burnham 
MacMillan Fund of the Department of History at Western Michigan 
University. I warmly thank my colleagues for their generous support of the 
book from its conception through publication. Intellectual support for this 
book was graciously offered by many colleagues and they are thanked in the 
notes. However, those who were especially helpful deserve special recogni-
tion here, including Laura Cleaver, Nicholas Brooks, Andrew Scheil, Richard 
Sharpe, and Steven Vanderputten. The anonymous readers for the press 
were also generous in helping improve this book, as was Caroline Palmer. 
Of course, all errors remain my own. I am also deeply indebted to librarians 
and archivists, particularly at the Bibliothèque nationale de France, Dépar-
tement des manuscrits, the Rijksarchief te Gent, and the British Library – 
especially Julian Harrison. Most importantly, the unstinting support of Sally 
Hadden has sustained the author during all phases of researching, writing, 
and editing. She has been a constant inspiration and this book is dedicated 
to her.
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